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Business intelligence, or BI, is an umbrella term that refers to a variety of software applications used to 
analyze an organization’s raw data. BI as a discipline is made up of several related activities, including 

data mining, online analytical processing, querying and reporting.

What is “BI”?
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• Standard ECC Reports – delivered reports offer selection variants as well as display 
variants to be defined as standard or user specific for daily reporting needs.  These 
reports can be run online or in the background

• Report Writer - uses sets to structure and select report data. Report structure and contents are 

defined according to the sets that are used for rows, columns, and selection criteria. These sets include 

basic, key figure, single-dimension, and multi-dimension sets.

• Report Painter - uses a graphical report structure, which forms the basis for the report definition. This 

graphical structure displays the report rows and columns as they will appear in the final report when the 

report data is output.

• List Display - line item display using the SAP List Viewer (ALV) displays the selected line items in a list. You 

can configure the layout of this list using the functions of the SAP List Viewer (ALV) and save the display 

as a variant.

• BEX - is the analysis and reporting tool of the Business Explorer that is embedded in Microsoft Excel in 

order to define queries and create different query views of the data in BW.

• WEBI - is SAP/Business Objects' web-based tool for ad hoc analysis. It provides access to Universes that 

have been created to meet the needs of persons who access specific data collections in the BW data, 

and provides extensive query construction and report formatting capabilities, all in a web environment.

Reporting Tools
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• Advanced Analysis for MS:Office - is an Office add-in that allows multidimensional ad-hoc analysis 

of OLAP sources in Excel. It also allows, Excel workbook-based application design and creation of BI 

presentations in PowerPoint. It perfectly connects to SAP NetWeaver BW and SAP HANA.

• EPM (Excel) - is an add-on atop Microsoft Excel. Its target users can use the familiar Excel to quickly 

analyze data and create BI reports. 

• Dashboard - is data visualization software that allows you to create and export 
interactive dashboards. These dashboards contain various components, such as charts, 

graphs, and buttons, that are bound to data sources. These components display the 
data in a compact and visual manner, which can then help the dashboard consumer 
see trends and make informed business decisions.

• HANA – is a technology platform that provides “in-memory” computing for data analysis.  The 

technology allows for significantly faster analysis of extremely large data volumes.

Reporting Tools



www.firstprise.com

SAP Supply Chain Analytics
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SAP Supply Chain Analytics – Delivered KPI’s
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Common Issues
• Customers (and partners) continue to have serious challenges making the right tool choices

• The “Bex” scenario is very common and often a poor choice

• There is a strong tendency to “standardize on one tool”

o Concern having to train users on multiple tools (incorrect – in most cases only 
developers)

o Confused by the various options and different tool choices

o Existing guidelines and “best practices” not as effective as hoped

• Element of uncertainty

o Partners burnt on other projects (more comfortable with SAP Business Explorer (SAP Bex))

o Concerns about the large number of patches for the solution (uncommon for SAP 
Customers)

Meanwhile others are quite successful with the solution

…and a poor tool choice is often responsible for current problems

Into the Future – Growing Your BI Capabilities
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The Right Tools for Every Business Role
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Choose the Right Reporting Tool (A Simplified Approach)
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BI powered by SAP HANA

• Unlock the power of all your data with high-performance analytics

• Protect and leverage BW application investments

• Increase agility and efficiency with self-service scenarios

Exploit unique SAP integration

BICS

Discovery and analysis, Dashboards and apps

BW Powered by 
HANA

BEx Query

BICS

SQL SQL

Multi-Source Universes

Reporting
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Increase user adoption and autonomy

• Quickly build and distribute formatted or interactive reports

• Combine and enrich data to tell your story with self-service visualizations 

• Access to any data source –SAP and 3rd-party– with no dependency on 

IT

Expand BI footprint
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Minimize user training, support, and customization costs

• Consolidate BI for all users across all data sources on one BI platform

• Shield users from 3rd-party data access complexity with unified experience 

• Best access method for each specific data source

Expand BI footprint

Discovery, Dashboards and apps, Reporting

3rd-party
Data

Warehouse

Analysis

SQL

Universes

MDX BICS MDX

SAP BW

BEx Query

InfoProviders

Multi-Source Universes

BAPI

3rd-party
OLAP
Server

3rd-party
OLAP
Server
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Boost user adoption with mobile BI anytime, anywhere

• Stunning native visualizations with interactive gesture and offline access

• Quick time-to-value with no application development

• Leverage SAP BusinessObjects and Sybase platforms

Explore mountains of data at 
the speed of thought on the go

Leverage existing investments and 
skills to mobilize targeted BI content

Expand BI footprint



www.firstprise.com

Additional Resources

• HTTP://help.sap.com/Analytics

Contact

Adam Blum,  SVP - Business Development

908-797-2551 (m)

Adam.blum@firstprise.com
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http://help.sap.com/Analytics
mailto:Adam.blum@firstprise.com
http://www.firstprise.com/
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SAP ERP Reports for Accounting - Best Practice Document
221_ERP607_BPD_EN_US

SAP ERP Reports for Logistics - Best Practice Document
222_ERP607_BPD_EN_US

SAP Best Practice ECC Reports
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SAP BW Standard Content for GL

BW Standard Content
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SAP BW Standard Content for A/P

BW Standard Content
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SAP BW Standard Content for PCA

BW Standard Content
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SAP BW Standard Content for CCA

BW Standard Content
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SAP BW Standard Content for PO Procurement

BW Standard Content
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SAP BW Standard Content for POS Analytics

BW Standard Content


